





4)) Public oplnlon does not col .emn _ziism so much for fts :horrors, ‘. N 0 A
because since ihen’other StatesZin‘fact the capitalist: organization-of ° . : r
the world-economy-<have proven .to.be just:as-déstructive: of.human . \ : ) : :

life, through wars-and:artificial famines,.as: the Nazis Rather Nazi-.
ism is condemned beca se it acted del ately, becal n-='

con- : ' .
‘sciou ¥ wlcked becau it'decided to extei-mlmte the Jewa. No: one”

is resEonslble for faminés' which decimate whi peoples, but the
Nazls--they wanted to exterminate.
- In order to. eradicate this absurd moralism, one must have a. ma-
. terialist conception of .the concentration camps.: They w
product ‘of a world gone ‘mad, On the coftrary, they obeyed fiormal
capltalist logic: applied in 'special circiimstances.-Both:in: th""E"'o?lgin
. and-in their:operation, the camps. belonged-to;the; capltanst world..
(2) Daniel Guérin, _Fascism and Big Business, New York (1973)
(3). Bulletin communiste, Nov. 27, 1925, Boris Souvarine was bor
In 1895 but-emigrated‘to ‘France at-an early age. A, self-educated wor-
. ker, he was-one of the.founders-of the -Comintern;and.ihe P.CI] ¢
was expelled from :both. organlzations in'1924 eftist dev
(4) Rassemblement du‘Peuple'F angals (R.P.F. ));-a Gaullist party‘(l947-
- 1952). ‘Poujadism, a-right=wing: petty ‘boiirgeois movement:of the 4th.:
Republic. Rassemblement. pour:la République (R.P.R.), a. _contempors
ary Gaullist party.
(5) 100,000 Japanese were interned in camps in the U.S.A. during World
War II, but there was no need to liquidate .them.
(6) Humanité, March 6, 1972,
(7) The Kapp putsch of 1920. was. defeated by 'a. general strike,: but,the in-
uhr‘whi 11 1

‘on behalf
‘putsch;
(8):5imon |
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E VER been short of bedtime reading or stuck for something to peruse on the toilef? |

Well, worry no more! Whalever tickles your fancy, from the humblest fanzine fo
weighty tomes on Bakunin’s influence on the Spanish Revolution, fiction and non-ficfion,

from 5p to £15, it's all here.

W E have the complete range of anarchist and related literature. in print in Britain

today, from all the publishers, big and small, as well'as loads of out-of-print and
difficultto find stuff. For those of broader horizons, we have in stock other reading matter
from across the glohe: Canada, USA, Australia, efc. As well as'anarchist material, we
have aﬂ your hecm could deslre squ atfing, feminism punky s!uff animal ngh!s ecology,

edlity. Now [both from Canada), Processed Wodd
Maximum Rock N Roll {both from the US), Campaign Against the Arms Trade News-
letter; The Vegun Shockmg Pmk efc: ) u|wc|ys in stock as well s more occasional

we can order any book on any fopu:
(from gardening to grain-haulage) thct
you want . . . Happy reading . . . . .
S tirling

:_Scot‘land

OR a full list of bumper reading |2
(severcl hundred tiles), please send

camps, which were not yet well defined, to win themselves allies
or create benevolent neutrals, and to probe the solidity of allian-

War 11. Spain hod no need to do so, having solved her own social” <
pmblem by the. double crushmg (democrahc and fascist) of the prole—-
h ; blgm_wu"“" ""ded: H'i

explosvonA But, again
“feudal" fascism began to deve lo
ties, in spite of lfself

conflict): it st

.»repulse fasc:sm

o

ev'éfiﬂar.\:e":.munphed V. tﬁé;-..pro'letai'_io
blows always reservéd. for them:by*
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common action. The State 5008 ra-‘esfabhshed its authun‘ty Conse- .
quently ! thara was no revolution ot ‘even the begrnnmj of ‘ore in.
Spain after August, 1936. On the contrary the movement foW! S
revolution s was mcreosmg'ly obstructed g ‘and s renewal lncreasmgly
mg:robabie 1t is steiking to. ote that in May, 1937,
rarians again. puﬂed themselve§ ogeﬁter Yo opp'
time the, democrafic, ‘State) by armed rrec‘non, but ¢
ceed in pmlongmg the burﬂe 1o the p rupt f 4
After having: submmed to the ie al State in: 9%,
were able to ‘shake the fouh&ahqns of this State. in My, 1937, ..
only to, ytei hefore the "represemahve“ organizatiof s which urged
them to lay down their arms. The proletarians confronted, ‘the State .,
but did not destroy. it. They accepted the counsels is of mcdemtmn o
Fom the P.O U M. ard the C.NT.: even, the radlcai group. . s
“Friends of Durruti® did ot calt for the destruction of these caun—
ter-revolutionary orgamzah

We moy speck of war b in Spcm but not of revolution. The pri~

ry function of this war was o solve o capitalist: problem:t thes = ;-
construchon of o legitimate State in Spain ‘which would deveiop ifs
national. Capitat in the. (most efficient manner, posslb!e while inter
grating the pmietana? “Viewed from this ungie , the analyses of thg
sociological- composmon of the two opposing ‘armies.is large .
relavont, jike those analyses’  which measure 1 the “proletarm ¢ charr
acter. of a party: Yy the percentage of workers among: its. membe o
Such focts are ‘ceal enough and must be-taken into, uccwn
secondary in comparison 10 the socual function of £ what we are ¥y, i
ing to- understand.; A party with o working, class membetshsp whtch
supports cop:tahsm is coumer-—revo(utmnory The Spcmsh Repub\ - i
can Grmy.. which.included certainly a. great number of. workers. but.
Fcughi for capitalist, objectives, was no -MOre. revoiuhonary thon
Franca's OfMY..

The formula “trnpenuhst wur" as: ap hed to ﬂ’ns oonfhct wzH
dhock those. who. associate. mpenahsm wﬂh the struggie for. econom— .
ic domination, pure and simple... Buf: the undetiymg PUTPOSE. ofimz"
penahst wars - from 121 4-3918 fo. the present,, is 12 relve. both. ., -
the 8CONOMIC. ! ond socml r.onfmdachons of Caplhﬂ,t i-.mzmhng the.
potentml tendency towards the. communist.: movement ., 1t scarcety o
matters than in Spaind the war.was not, dtmctly concerned with, o
fighting.over markets. The war. sefved to polorize the proletanuqs '
of the entire: waorld . in both the fascist and democratic countries '
around the opposition. fascvsm/cnhfuscusm. Thus was: ihe Holy, A
ance.of 193%x 1945 prepu\'ed The economic af tives. ..
were notl., -howeyer, - Tacking . lt wos necessary | ﬁor the oppos g .

 Espagne, ed. J. Barrot, U.G.E. 10/18,

.Forced' into emxgration 4n.

rst part of the introduc-'
b fta an(left communtsta
n'’--cont _révolution
Paris; 1979, pp. 9- .
17). The tiny Tralian ultra-left was 8 pametic ‘femnant from
the fatled proletarian revolutions in Central Europe after
world War L Early victiing of poth fascism’ and Stalinism,
the Iralian ultra-leftists had the misfortune to follow @
teader, Amadeo Bordiga; who virmalily:
rance af Bel

on the. Spamsh Civil War ‘.,,(,‘;‘

the Bor--
{ mmun- '

digists’ refined thelyiideas
lope a_powerful

ist revolutioa and during~

s crivique and appMe
contemporary in doing 80 he exhibits all:the weak~
ness‘es=»ef»1eft ccmmunism {gogmatic: Marxism;, pomtivist )

" ecONOINICS, obsolete class analyses, ‘contempt for the work-

ing class, visceral hatred of gocial democracy). Never-
theless we 8I¢ reproducing this text because of jts-uncom-""
promising view of the State. Barrot has 2 very simpie :
meesage wh hich he pammers away at again and again: there
is po- revolution wuh’o destruction’ af iy S,g:an_a,; lmeral ‘
: alternative 1017

talist tate “thet
atruggl for’a ne o

al
Barrot accn
over‘estxmatin :1 > State. In the case

_State 10 be

A ain text ’n s been trans’sated more or 1ess intact

! een heavily edited with the removal

10 (undeservedly) obscure pubncations
© nts on terminology are necessary.
* refers exclusively 10 the final outcome of
the law of value is comptletely



ted. Barrot considers Marxist-Leninist social systems to
be State capitalist. “Democracy denotes a liberal capl-

YE % '
identified with the off1c1al Communist and Socialist parties
and, theiv_ extreme Left with revolutionary Marxis;s who.

“Fu Martm),‘Black_v_&,.Rgd (19‘_1_4
La Légende de la gauche au pouv
A, Borsksuk. & P. Riviale),.

g Th "fstruggle qunckly k
turned 15’ statist’ bourgeous methods Whick were? occepfed by the"'

cantile’ |
them into a séries of ‘precariously jixtaposed eommiinitias’ Iockmg

-33-:.‘1;




purely military activity. It is curious to note that Marx defined the.
governmental form of the Commune above all by its mode of opera—

tion, rather.than what it effechvel .did. lh
representuhon of all the hedll’Ry elements of French socnery, and

therefore the true. ncmonal government"——but a cupntallst,govem-

able. to study here why Murx adopted sqch a contracllctor'y pesmon o

(at least in pubhc for the First Internahonol ‘because he showed St
himse If more critical in private)?* (n any case, the mechanism for
stifling the revolutionary movement ressembled thuf of 1936. As’in
1871, the:Spanish Republic used as cannon fodder the Spanish and
foreign radical elements (naturally those: most inclined to:destroy”
fascism) without fighting seriously itself, “Without using all’ the' re~
sources at its disposal. In the absence of a class analysis of this
power {as in the example of 1871), these facts uppeur as. “errors,"”.
mdeed "treasons, but never in lhenr own loglc

MEXICO

Another parallel is posslble Durmg fhe Mexu_:qn bourgems
revoluhon the m<:||or porhon of the organlzed working class was

order to push the bourgemsae forward and assure nl‘s‘ wh interes
as wage earners within Capital, The “red tahp " of 19 »
represel ed the military allmnce befween ‘the” qmon{move» ent’ and--
the State, headed at the fime by Car . . Founded 912

Casa del Obrero Mundial - decided to "suspénd the profe 1)
union orgomzohon" and struggle olongsnde the Republica St e
against "the bourgeoisie and its immediate allies, the mllltary pro- =
fessionals and the’ clergy " A sechon ‘of the workers' ‘movement re~
fused and v1olenfly'70pposed the C. 0. M and its cllly the’S ’
Th,evC.C_)__.M : of workers in the' S

ions fought snmultoneously agor st the other p ]
to control the. capitalist State ("reachonunes ) and,agomsf the
rebel peasants and radical workers?*

It is curious to note that these battalions orgqmzed themse lves
cccordnng to occupahon or trqde (typogrophers
etc.}). In ﬂ\e Spanish war, some of the:militias-also¢
names of frades . Slmllurly, in 1832 .the Lyon insurrec 1
l’exl’lle workers orgamzed into. groups occordmg to the huerarchy of
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omummmsm & masm‘

The horrors of-fascism were hot-the f‘rst of lheur kmd ‘nor were
they the lasti: Nor were ‘they ‘the worst,"no matter what anyone says."
These horrors weré no-worse than- "normal" ‘massacres due to wars, -
famines, etc. For the proletarians, it-was-a more:systematic-version -
of the terrors experienced in 1832, 1848, 1871, 1919, .... How-
ever, fascism oécupies a-special place-inithe spectacle of harrors.
This time:aroind; indeed , .some <capitalists and:a’good pait of ‘the
political class-were repressed,-along -with.the leadership-and even
the rank-and=Ffile of the official'working-class: orgumzcmons ‘For
the bourgecisié and the.petit bourgeaisie, fascism: was.an abnormal
phenomenom, a degradationof democratic: values explicable orly by
recourse 1o’ psychologn:al explanohons “Liberal:antifascism treated
fascismiasa-perversion-of Western-civilization,“thereby generahng
an obverse effect: the- sado-masochlsnc fascination with:fascism-as .
manifested by the collection of Nazi bric-a-brac .~Western humcm—'
ism never understood thot:the swastikas worn by the Hell's ‘Angels
reflected the -ifverted image of its own:visionof. fascism. The logic
of -this ‘attituda ‘can ‘be- summed up: if fascism is the ultimate Evil,

“ then let's choose-evil, let's-invert all the values This. phenomenom

is typical-of a dlsonenfed age.. - ~

The-usual Marxist. andlysis: certcmly doesn t get bogged down in
psychology .-The: mferpretohon of-fascism-as-an-instrument of big :
busmesslhus. been“cl.ossrc sinceDaniel Gu,en_n’ But the__s,er_musness ;
of his-analysis.concealsa:central. error. .Most.of the “marxist" stud-
ies:maintain:the .ideq that,,-in"spite of everything, fascismwas . ..
avoidable-in‘1922-or 1933, Fascism.is reduced-to a weapon used.by.
capitalism ot a certain:moment:‘According’to these studies capital-.
ism-would not:have turned to fascismif the workers!. movement had
exercised sufficient pressure-rather than displaying its sectarianism. -
Of:course we:wouldn't-have had-a revolutlpn," but at least Europe
would-have: been spared Naziism, the camps,-etc . Despite.some’ -
very accurate :observations:on social.classes; the-State.,. and the

‘connection between:fascism.and big.business, this perspective suc-

ceeds in-missing. the point-that fascism was the product.of a.double
failure ;.the-defedt of the. revolutionaries;who:were crushed by the.
social democrats-and-their-liberal allies; followed by the failure of
the:liberals-and social-democrats to:manage -Capital effectively.

Theznature of fascism and its rise to power:remain incomprehensible



without studying the class struggles of the preceding period and
their limitations. One cannot be understood without the other. It's
not by accident that Guérin is mistaken not-only about the slgmf:-
cance of fascism, but alsg-dbou the: Frénch-Popy ’

he regards as a "missed revolution."

Paradoxically;, the essence of:antifascist, mystlflcahon is. thuf
the.democrats conceal the nature. of fascism:as-much.as possible;
while they display an.apparent, radicalism .in.denouncing. it here
there ;:and everywhere :-This-hos been.going.on for fifty yeurs now

Beris Souvaring wrote-in 1925:3 -

"Fascism-here;-fascism:there. Achon .Francaise--that's: fc
cism:-The National-Bloc—that's:fascism ...-. . -Evéry: day. for. the lusl‘.-
six months; Humanité serves.up-a new-fascisk:surprise;.. ‘Ore: day.an.

* enormous headline six.columns wide trumpets:. SENATE;: FASCIST TO =

THE CORE. Another time;, g publisher:refusing. to: prunt:_ 1.

nist newspaper is denounced: FASCIST- BLOW.
"There exists: todcy in France neniher

condmons for its: ex:srence are- not yet reallzed’ .
"Onescanrot ledve the.field free to reaction: Bu unne=
cessary: to Baptise this reaction as:fascism «in:order to fight it

1n a:time.of verbal inflation, . “fascism’:is.just.a buzz word osed. .
by :leftists to.demonstrate their radicalism. But. its:use:indicates. both
a confusion and a theoretical concession-to the::State:and:to Capital.
The essence of ‘antifascism:consists:of: struggling against fascisms:
while~supporting'democracy ;:in other: words “of:struggling. not: f
the destruction of copltuflsm but to force ccplfallsm to rendunce::
its totalitarian form. Socialism being-identified:with total ‘democ=
racy, and capitalism:with the growth.of fascismj-the ‘opposition: pro-
leteriat/Capital, communism/woge: labour ; proletariat/State ;:is
shunted aside®in favoiir of the-oppositioit-"demacracy"/"fascisim,"
presanted as the' quintessence of the-revolutionary. perspechve- A X
tifascismsucceeds only-in mixing two phenomend:: “fascism® prop= -
efly-solcalled, and the evolution. of Copital andthe: State towards ™
totalitarianisni. tn confusing thesé two phefiomena,. in. substituting: -
the part for the whole, the'cduse-of fascismtand:totalitarianism is -
my stified ‘and one- ends up-reinforcing what one’séeks to:combat: -

~We cannot come to grips with the evolution; of: capital:andits -
totalitarian: forms by-denouncing. "“latent:fascism?* fascism:was a:par~
ticularepisodé in the-evolution:of Capital towards totalitarianism;
an evolution: in which democracy has:played and still-plays-a-role-as-
counter-revolutionary -as that-of fascism.:1t.is a'misuse of. language™

mshc sﬂ'uah' H was connecf 'd"

th the’ absence of a “party

ation on the
1936 IVF 'ﬂi'e'

imands aHenhon “and compels
us to éfiticize the Usual Mcrx st v w, wh |ch happeé s

PP
Marx himself. After the Pdris Commune Marx drew his Famous los-

son: "the working class cannot simply Iay hold of the ready-made
State machinery, and wield it for its own purposes."2° But Marx

failed to establish clearly the distinction between the insurrectional:

movement dating from March 18, 1871, and its later fronsformohon
ﬁhalized b the ,evl__ecl;iqn of fh_;e_ "Commune" on March 26. The for—

much wetght in the life of the: elected Commone " As for'the progrom

of the" une=-this"is e decisive criterion=*we kiow i ‘prefig-
ured’ unlque ly’ fhaf of- thé ‘Third Repubhc Even wnhoul' ony Machlo—
‘the_ Bour: 3 s

Vetsaillés (very*Badly exécuted ; ‘and not by chiiice) served to drain
the revoluhonary conterit and’ dlrect the initigl’ miévement fowards -

i -
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ment. But this movement was always too weak, too dispersed (not
geographically, but in the ‘degree to which it scaﬂered its'blows); =
it did not aftack the hedrt of the enemy; it did not free-ifs&lf from
the guardianship of the C.N.T., an:organization basically:reform- -
ist as all syndical orgahizations are-condemned to-become; despite’
the pressure of radical militants; in. brief, this movement did_ not or—
ganize itself in:a communist fashion because it did hot-act in-a com-
munist fashion. The Spanish example demonstrates-that the: intensity
of the :¢lass struggle-~indisputdble 'in Spain--does not automatically- .
induce communist action, and thus the revolutionary party to'keap -
the action 'going. The-Spanish proletarians wére never reluctant to’
sacrifice théir lives (sometimes to no purpose), -but never surmounted .
the barrier which separated thern from an dttack against Capital -
(the Sfate ; the commercial economic system). They took-up arms,:
they took spontaneous initiatives (libertarian communes before 1936,
coMlectivizations after),” but-did not go further. Very quickly’ they
yielded controf over the militias to the Central Committee ‘of the’
Militias. Neithef this organ;, nor any other orgdn which emerged in
this fashion in Spain, ‘cdn be compared to the. Russian ‘soviets. The
“ambiguous’ position of the’C.C. of the Militias," simultanedusly dn
|mportunt “oppendage of the Generalidad® (Catalan government)
and "4’ sort of coordinating committee for the various antifascist -
military organizafions,™implied its integration into the' State’; be-
cause it was vulnerable to those orgomzahons whlch were dcspunng
over (capnulsst) State power _d
In Russia ‘there was’a struggle between'a radical mmonty ‘which:
was organized and ‘capable of fermuiating the revolutionary pefspec-

tive, anid the majority in the soviets. .In "Spain, the radical ¢lements, «

whal'ever they may have believed, accepted the position of the ‘ma~ "
jority i Durruti sallied forti'to struggle’ against:Franco ,* Ieovmg thé .~
State intdct behind him. Wheh the radicals“did oppose the “State ,
they did not seek to destroy’ thie- “workers'" organizafions which were+
"bel'rcymg" them (mc lWding the C.N.T. and the’PIO%U. M., The
essentia) differencé; the reason’ ‘why ‘there was 76 " Sganish'Octo- ™
ber," was the absence in Spain-of a true contradiction of interésts -
between the" proletarmns and-the State "Objective ly, proletariat’
and Capital are in"opposition,, but this'opposition exists'at the*levé!

of prmc«ples “which’ doesn't coincide here with reality’! Trfits-effeé=

tivé“social mavement " the” Spqmsh proletariat ‘was st compelled to"
confront; as’a block Copnal and the State. In Spdih there Wers no™’
burning demands, demands félt to be cbsolutely ‘ecessary ;- which-
could force the- workers to attdék ‘the ‘State"in ordér to obtain’th

(as m Russua where e had peace Iand efc ) Thns non-cmfugo—
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to speak today of o non-violent, “friendly* fascism which would
leave:intact the traditional-organs of.the, workers' movement. Fas—_~
cism was a-movement ilimited in.time qnd space. The situation in
Europe affer ]918 gove it its ongmol charcctenshcs wh|ch will
never recur . S
Bdslcally,JFascnsm wuswssocmted wnh the ‘economic ond pohh- :
cal:inification:of Capital,-a:tendency. which hos become, generul i
sinde 1914 . Fascism was a-particular.way of; reahzmg thls gool n
ceftain countries=-ltaly -and-Germany—~where the . State, proved irself .
lncapcble of establishing.order:(as: it is understood by the bourgeo:-
sig) ' everi though: the révolution:hod-been: crushed -Fascism has the
following-characteristics: (1) it.is-born.in the street; (2) it stirs.up
disorder while preochlng order;-(3) it-is. o\movernent of obsolete. mid-
dle classes'ending-in their.more-or less violent destruchon and. (4) it _
reganerates from outside the traditiongl..State whlch is. mcopoble of
resolvmg the capitalist:crisis. .. .
--Fascism’ wds-a solution to a.crisis of fhe Stote dur g he tronsr-
tion fo thestotalidomination of: Capltul over society , Wo
nizations of a.certain type-were necessary in order. fo !
valution; next fascism. was required in order to. put an end to the’ sub-
sequent disorder.. The. -crisis was:never reolly overcome by fascism:
the fascist. ‘State:was effective only ina. superﬁcnul way , because it
rested on the: sysfemohc .exclusion of the working class from social
life : ‘This crisis-has been.more. successfully .overcome by the Statein |
our- owntimes: The démocratic. State wuses, all:the tools of fascism, in .
fact, more,-because it-integrates th orkers organi .atlons wnthout .
annihilating them:iSocial:unification goes beyond:
by.fascism, but fascism as a specific. movement.has disappe
corresponded:to the-forced-discipline -of .the: bourgems«e under rhe
preéssure:df:the:State ina fruly -Unique situation. . :

The ourgeoisie:dctually: borrowed the :name . "fascusm from wor-
kers':drganizations:in Jraly which-often.called- thgmselv;e_s "fg;ce;, !
It's significant that fascism defined itself.first.as-a form of.organiza-.
tion and not as a program. {ts only program was to unite everyone
into fasces, to force together all the elements making up soclety

“Fascusm steals from the proletariat ns secret organization. .

mzahon with no |deology . (Bordiga)
“ ‘Djctatorship-is not a.weapon of Capital, but rather.o tendency

of Capital which.materializes whenever necessary . To. refum to par-
liamentary :democracyafter a. penod ‘of dictatorship; os.in Ger any
after ]945= svgmfles only that. dwfotor;hlp s useless. (unhl ﬂ1e next




that deniocrdcy assures’ a gehtler exploitation: than. 8:ctut6'r§ﬁ§4 uny—

one would rather be axploited like a Swede than-like:a-Brasilian.

But do we have & CHOICE 2 Democracy will transform-itself.into dic- _

tatorship as soon as it is necessary . The State can have only-one.

function, ‘which it cdn folfill either democratically.or: ductofonully '

One mlght prefa - thé first mode-to:the second ;-but-Gné-cannot. bend: .

the State to force if to remain democratic ::The -political. forms which...
Copltal gives'itealf do not:depend.on the ‘action f the: working.class. .

any moré than they depend-on the intentions of the-bourgesisie: The..

Weimar Repubhc capitiilated before-Hitler, in-fact;.it:welcomed him .

with openarins.- And-the- Popular Frontin France:did-not prevent

fascisin" becalse Francd -in 1936 did not need to-unify: its Capital.or.
redue’ its middle €lasses.- Such’ transformations do not require ony PO

litical choice on the part of the prolétariat .- e
Hlﬂer is disparaged for retaining from the: Vlennese'socual democ—

s yo th on!y its'methiods of propaganda’.-So-what ? The:Yes~

sm was' more ‘to bé- found: in-thess meihods than in

the dlshnguu writings of Ausfro¥Markism, The: coiimon problém -

of socnc| ‘democracy andNaziism wds'how to organize:the masses and,
if necessory, tepress thém. 1t-Wwas Hie ‘socialists andnotthe:Nazis
who crished the prolerarlcm insurrections.’ (This does-not ‘inhibit: the- .
currént S :P.C.,in poWer dgain as in“1919; from publlshmg a pcsfage
stamp in honour of Résa Luxemburg whom:ithad-murdered in 1919.) =
The dig¢ ator&np ‘alway's comes after‘the’ prolelurlons have been de—
‘fedted by democrucy with ‘the'Relp-of the unions and. the. parties of
the Left.: On thé" cthéf Harid j*Both’ socialism:and -Naziism have-con:.
tributed’to n]mprovemenf (temporury) in the standaid:of living:: Like
the S.P.D% ) Hitler bécainé the instrument-of a-social movément-the ..
content of which escaped:him. Like the-S.P.D:, he:fought:for-power,
for the tight fo mediate between the workers and-Capital .. And: both

_ Hitler-and the: '5:P:.D. became ‘the:toals of Capital.and: were discard=~
ed: once ’rhe:r reSpechve |osks had been accomphshed

ANTIFASCISM THE WORST PRODUCT'AOF FASCISM

‘the fascism-of theinter-wadr period; the term .'fascnsm“ hos
remained in vogue .’ What' political:group has.not:accused: its.adver-.
saries of usihg “fascist méthods™ 2 The - Left-never.stops: denouncmg»
resurgenl' fascismi;’ “the: Right does not refrain’ from- labe | ling: the .-
P.C.F."as the*"fascistic: party * Signifying everything:and cmythlng,
the word has lost its meaning since international liberal opinion de-

TN

(represented especn , buf not 50 le Iy,

that the soviets-took. up- a- position.in. .opposition to,the-State 1 It
would:have: been absurd for.a communist to say:in-february;; 1917:
these soviets are-not-acting.-in a:-revolutionary. manner;, 1 shall. de—-
nounce them and fight them .. Because .the-soviets were .not. stabilized-
then. The conflict. which.animated.the soviets over a period of
months.was not a struggle of. |deas, but the reflechon of an ontqgo—
nism of genuine. interests.

"It will-be.the:interests=-and not. the pnncnples—-whnch will: set

the revolution in.motion. In fact it.is precisely. from the interests,. . - .

ond from.them:alone,.that.the prnncnples develop; which. is-to. say -
that the revolution W|" not be merely polmcal but.social.as well."
(Marx)7 . -+ .

The Russian workers ond peosants wcnted peuce Iand and demo-
cratic reforms whlch the. government would not grant, This antago- .

nism-explai s,__the growing hoshhty leqdmg to confrontohon which: '

dwnded the overnment from fhe masses.. Moreover earller class

ing more or. Tless. V(cf the. vucnllohons of the Belshevnk Iecdershnp
after Februory) whot |f wcnted ond whlch orgamzed |tse|f for these

‘the, coml’ahsts are gethng whut they wcnf now not by force. but by

deceptlon ond to shout cboqt vnolence now is sen eless . For._‘

No such events happened i
and vnolence the series of confronfah

World War.i: did.riot serve to. .unify the. proletanans as a. class Re-. .
'because of the. represscon of rhe reformlst

stricted to violent struggl b
movement they. fought- mcessanrly
frahng their, blows ogamst ‘he enemy .

only if we understund it as the orgomzutnon ‘of the communist move-
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: fhe Bolshewks), and the .
_ various. concnhutors. It was.only_ at the conclusion of. this struggle




the most part openly counter-revolutionary) which accepted the au~
thority.of the legal Stateé.. lt-is:certain that-af leastisome of the pro-
letarians hoped:to retain réal power (which. they-had effectively con-
quered, though only -for.a short time), while leaving to the. official -
State only. the semblonce of power. This-wos fruly an error, for which
they paid dearly. . s
.i1Some- critics of the precedlng cnalysls] agree wuth oyr- cccount

of the .Spanish-war. but insist that.ithe. situation.remained, 'open” " and..
could have:evolved.. It,was therefore: :necessary to support the ‘auton—
omous: movement .of-the Spamd\ proletanclns (at least until:May
1937) ‘even if this- movement, had.given itself forms:quite nadequafe
to the true situation. A movement was evolving,-and.it-was-neces-.
sary’ toicontribute to-its ripening.To which' the reply.is: that , on: the
contrafy , the -autononious-iiovemerit of the groletdriat quickly. van=
-ished as it was absorbed into'the structure-of the- State, ‘which .was.
ndtislow to stifle ‘dny rddical fendency.:Thisiwastapparent-to all by
mid-1937, but the “bloody ddysof Barcelona” served. only- to-unmask
the reality which had:existed since the:end of July.,;.1936: &ffective:
powér had'passed: out of the hands of thie:workers to“the'capitalist -
State . "Let Us add for those"who. equate fascism and- bourgeous dlcm—'
torship that 'the ‘Republican govetnment made: use-of “fascist-methiods"
against the workers. Ceftainly theé number of. v_nct‘ms was much:less
in comparison to thie: répression of Franco, but this'is conriected with
the different:function of the ‘two:repressions, democratic and fascist .
An elementqry division-of labour:'the target group-of-the Reépublican
government was-much smaller- (unconfrcllable elemenrs P O U M
lefto“heCNT) : . T

'ocronik 1917 & JUlY 1936

|t s obVIous I'hot a revo|uhon doesn t develop ina day There is:
alwdysia confused: and-multiform ‘movement The whole: problemis
the* oblhty of the revolitionaiy moveément to act:in an increasingly:
¢léar Way ‘and fo go-forward itreversibly #The- comparison,- often
badly thade'; betweén-Russia and Spain-shows'this:we [l Between -
February and Octobér ; 1917, the sovnets constitutéd a power- poral—
el to:that-of the" Stdte For quite some time théy tupported: the legal
State and thus dad not-dct atiall in & revolutionary mabnér. Oné :

""" voluhoncuy i

could-aven’ say “the ‘soviets: were’ cdunté
'not \mply ‘that“they were” erd in thelr idys

ut this’ does
fuct they were the

© o néWielgment 7 This confhct was‘the: nécéssary 1solution.to-problems::

wcribes any strong State as “fascist.” Thus the illusions of the fascists
of the thirtigs‘are “testrected and presented as:contemporary réality :
Franco ¢laiied’to bea Fascist like: his’ mentors‘ Hltler ond Mussohm,(
but th 1§ Riever ary’ fasc ist-nternational s £ 5
lf today ‘the *Gréek colonéls and Chileors: generols are culled fcs- :
cists by tha dominant idéology’; they ‘neverthieleds represent variarnts -
of the’ capitalist STATE: Applying-the fascist label to the  State:is
equivalént to denouncmg ‘the parties-at:the head:of that Stdfe . Thus -
one avoids the ‘critiqie of the'State by denouncing those who: direct -
it. The l&ftists saek to authiénticata theif extremism with their.hue -
and cry‘about fascism; while neglecting the critique’of the-State .:In
practice” ﬂ1ey are proposing’ “another. form of the - Stote (democrohc or
opulor) in"plice of the existingformiix© gl
“The ‘tari "fascism™ is-stillmore- irre levant in H\e advanced cop-

‘talist couintries ;~where the:Conimunist-and:Socialist parties:will play-

a céntrdl role-in ahy. future "fascist”. State which.is erected-against -
a-révolutionary movement. [n this case if-is:much niore exact:to-speak
of the :State puré ‘and ‘simple ;7and-leave fascism out-of:it..Fascism -
tribmphied bedause vits- principles were generalized:-the unification of.
Capital and the-efficient Statex: But-in-our timés: fascism hos.disap~: "~
peoned as such bofh o polmcal movernenf andnas a: form of the

‘cist since: 1945 (m‘Frcmce for exqmple the R.'P F poumdlsm to-

some extent today the R:P-R.) have:
potent State from the: outs:de. P :

To .iAsist-on:thesrecurring.ménace of faicnsm is. to lgnore the fac}
that the real fascism was:poorly suited to the-task it took-on:and. .
failéd: rather than strengthening: German national: Copital; Noziism -
ended by dividing it in two. Today other forms:of the ‘Stdte-have:::
come iiitc being’, ‘far* removed’ From fosclsm ond from ‘that: de mocracy
we hear constantly edlogized.”

"With W Fld War: 1l the myﬁ\ology of‘fusclsm was enrlched by.

ot mmed 't conquermg an. |m— .

both economlc (crosh of 1929) and social (unruly working class. .-..:-
Jhinén~revolutionarys -had :to be disciplined). World
picted as-a war aggmst'to.ahtanumsm in the form
of fas¢ism. - Thisinterpretation-has:éndired; and theicanstant recall.
by the victors-of 1945%0f the :Nazi.atrociti€s serves:to: |ushfy the -war
by diving it'the chigfacter of o ‘humanitarian crusade... Everything;
even the atomic bomb, could be justified- agoinst sueh'a barbarcis -
enemy’: Th:s justification is, iowever;:no-more crediblé:than the-
demogog'y of the Nazis, whorclaimed: fo. struggle against-capitalism
lutocrac ."_The "democrohc.“ forces mcluded in- lhenr




to similar: meihods of: terror ond -exiermmahon whenever Ihey
need (strategic bombmg, etc.)..’ ' W
to denounce the Soviet camps.: But eoch capnollst counrry hus hod
to dedl with:its own:specific.problems..Great, Britain.had no Algeri
war to.cope-with., .but-the partition.of India clalmed tmlhons of vtc-‘
tims.:The'UsS.A. never had to.organize concentration camps® in; °

order to silence.its workers and.dispose, of surplus petits bourgeols,

but:it-found -its-own-colonial. war in -Vietnam.. As for the Soviet Un-., )

ion, . with its Gulag which is today. denounced the world .over it was.
content toconcentrate:into a few.decades: the: horrors -spread. out over
several centuries inthe older-capitalist:countries;. also resulting.in . -
millions of:victims:just.in the: treatment, of the:Blacks alone . The de~
velopment.of :Capital carries:with-it certain consequences; of: which
the main-ohes are: (1) domination:cver. the-working:class; involving:
the destruction; gentle.or. otherwise; of; the revolutionary.movement;.
(2) compehhon with: other. national’ Copatols, resultin wor..»When
power is held by the:"workers!": porhes, only one thing is altered:
workerist. demagogywill-be, more consplcuous, but: the, workers will.
not be spared the most severe repression when this:becomes. necesscry.

The:triumph of Capital is-never.as:total: as: when the workers. moblltze '

themselves on its behalf in search of a “better hfe S
“In-order:toprotect us-from. the excesses: of . Copitol
_as a matter:of-courselinvokes the:intervention of the State.. Porodoxu-
“cally;:-aitifascism becomes. the.: champnon of:a sh'ong Sfoie for ex-
ample, theP:C.F: asks usi - PR T :
- “What kind of. State -is.necessary - |n~France foday?
Stote stoble ond sh'ong , as fhe President of the Repub

and- pohhcol crlsls “in- wl-nch ﬂ is m|red
disorder, "6: -z s . sl
“Both dlcroford'up und democracy propose to sheng t the- State,;
the: forer:as-a-matterof.principle ;. the latter in order to’protect. us
—sending up: in“thessame resulti:Both.are: working towards the same:
goalz totalitarianism::In both cases.it-is a'matter.of making everyone
porhclpcte in: socnety "from-the: top down"-forthe. dlctotors rs Sfrom:
ttom:up :for the democrats: e
As regdrds-dictatorship and democracy, can;we.speak., of a s_tr'
gle between two:sociologicdlly.differentiated fractions of'Copltol"
- Rdther we are-dealing:with two:different-methods. of: sregimenting .the-
proletariat, either by integrating it forcibly, or by bringing it to-

10

€nemy.once and for oll Behund the fronl' admmlstruhve skllls are-
necessary . 1% ;- After this war.is.over, Iet s not provoke through our
incompetence, another-civil'war among-ourselves.. .. .. To opposs:
fascist:tyranny.; we must present a single force?: there must exlst only
a single organization, with a single dlsmplme " .

- The will:to-struggle:can-never: serveas a substitute® for ‘a revolu-
tionary-struggle: Furtherdore’, polmcal violence is easnly ddapted to
capnohst putposes (asrecent térrorism proves):iThe fascination of

"armedstruggle " qmckly backfires-on the proletarians as soon: as they
diréct.their blows: exclusnvely ogomst a porhculor form of I'he State
rather:than the: State. itself. e i

~Under: différent: condlhons the mlllt ~evo|uhon ‘of. the onhfos-
cist canp: (msurrechon followed by- militias, finally_a. regular-army)
recalls the-anti-Ndpoleonic:guerilla war described:by Marx:.  .:.

+"By comparing: the.three:periods.of guerilla warfare . with the po—

_ litical: history.of Spain; .it.is:found that.they.represent the respéctive

degrees: into:which ‘the -counter—revolutionary spirit of.the: Govern-
ment had . succeeded in-cooling:the spirit of-the-people. Begnnnmg
with-the.rise:of-whole populohons the:-partisan war:was next corned
on.by guerilla; bands,: of; which whole districts: formed the. reserve:
and. terminated. in.corps francs. conhnuolly o the point.of dwmdhng
into banditti ;- or. sinking down to.the. level.of  standing (egn,q\ent_s ms.
The ‘conditions cannot. be: juxtaposed, but.in 1936 dsiin. 1808,
the. military evolution cannot be explalned solefy by, "techmccl"
considerations related-to military. art:,one must also consuder the.re-
lation of the political and social forces and ifs moduffcat_gon inan ...
anti-revolutionary sense . Let us note that the “columns" of 1936 did
not even succeed in waging a war of franc-tireurs -and stalled be-
fore Saragossa. The compromise evoked by Durruti above—the: neces-
sity of unity at any pricez=cobld only give victory. 16 the- 1
State first (over the prolefarlot) and to Franco next (over the Repub-—
licon: State):; Die
~ :There.was: certomly the sfurt of a revoluhon in Spdln but it..
fmled .as.soon as the:proletarians. put their-faith-in the existing. Sfcte.
It scarcely matters what their: iritentions were .- -Even. though the great
majority: of jproletarians who were.ready to struggle. .against. Ffonco

" under.the.leadership; of the State.might have preferred to hang on to
‘real power.in spite of everything, and.supported.the. State only.as a

matter of convenience, the, determining factor.is their act and not .
their-intention.. After -organizing themselves to defeat the coup -
d’état,-after giving . I'hemselves the rud' ents, of. an. outonomous mi, l|—
tary. structure (the mifitic d
under the direction of a coolmon ‘of "workers' otgamzahons (For
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mained hypothetical so long as the capitolist State was maintained.

The destruction of the State is the :nece'ssary(but. not:sufficient).con- -

dition for communist-revalution. ln: Spain, real:power wds-exercised"

by the State and not by organizations, unions, collectives, commit-""=

tees, etc. The proof of this is that the mighty C.N.T. had to submlf
to the P.C.E. (very weak prior to July, 1936). One can verify this by
the simple fact that the State was able to use its power brutally when
required (May, 1937). There is’ olution withoutithe;destruction; *
of the State. This “obvious" Marxist truth, forgotten by 99% of the-
"Marxusfs, emerges once more. from the Spamsh tragedy

"It is one of the _ rlhes of revoluhon that ju st 05 the- people

the level of orguns of ‘the bobrgeous army

separa d these two phoses, but not in-the sense

nonary phuSe fo“owed a re\v” luhonary ph 1se
ring which, the

prepared .
The columns leff'Barcelona to |ght fuscnsm i

requu'ed .MU
arrived for he and.
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gether. through- the. mediation-of its “own" organizations. Capital -

opts for.one.or the. other of these solutions gccording.fo the needs of .
the-moment. In Germany -after; 1918, social democracy cmd the un-. : .
jons were indispensable -for controlling the -workers and |solcmng the . .

-revolutionaries...On the other hand,.after 1929, Germony had to

cancentrate its:industry ,.e ehmlnufe a:-section.of the middle classes, .
and discipline the bourgeome The sametraditional. workers' move- _
ment, defending.political pluralism.and the .immediate_interests of
the workers, had become:an impediment to further development The
"workers' arganizations" ‘supported. captfahsm‘-‘alﬂnfully, but had .
kept their autonomy; as-organizations they. sought.aboye all to per- .. -
petuate themselves, Thls made .them play an effective:counter-revo-. .
lutionary- role i in 1918 1921, os the failure of the:German-revolution -
shows. 1n"1920 the social democrahc organizations provided the first
example of:anti=revolutionary. antifascism (before:fastism-existed in
name)? - Subsequently the.weightacquired by. these organizations, .-
both.in-society. and in-the State itse(f, made: them play a:role-of so=: .-
cial conservatism, -of economic: Malthusianism. They had to-beelimi=
nated .:They fulfilled.an anti-communist. functioniin1918-1921 be- .
cause they- were the-expression of the defense of wage-labour as such; .
but this same rationale required them to continue to represent the im--
mediote. interests of wage earners, to the detriment: of the re~organi-

zation of Capital as.a whole .-,

One understands why. Naziism had as its: goal H'\e vuolent des- R
truction of the workers'-movement, contraryito the so—called- fascnst L
parties of today.. This-isithe crucial difference. :Social . demdcracy - -

* had done: its"jobrof domesticating: the:woikers well, t0o.well: Socml

democracy: had-occupied anzimportarit:position .i’r'r-".'ﬂ'\e-' Stafe’ but-was- - -
incapable -of unifyirg:the whole of:Germany behind it This was the

_ task:of Naziism, which knew how to uppeal to all clqsses, from the -
_ unemployed.to the monopoly-capitalists:

Simidarly;: the Unidad Popiilarsin Chile was cble to- control fhe ‘
warkers;but withaut ‘gathering-the whole &f the: natiah around‘it, '
Thus it became necessary totoverthrow:if by force. ‘On the contrary's *-
there has not (yet?) been any massive repression in Portugal since
November 1975, and if the current regime claims to be continuing
the "revolution of the officers," it is not because the power of the
working class and democratic organizationis prevent:: coup d'éfar
from the Right. left wing parties and unions have never prevented
any such-thing; excépt when the coupd’état was'préinature, &.§"
the Kapp-putsch:in 1920. There is-no*White terror:in- Portigol 'be~" -
cause it ‘is'unnecessary ; the Socialist Party: up to 'the presenf ‘time - -
unifying the whole .of society behind-it. : : "

il



Whethér it admits it orinot, anhfascusm has: become’ the' necessary L
form-ofiboth workingclass and capitalist reformismi” Antifascisin = - =~
nites thestwo by cldimingto: represent ‘thetrué idéal of the' bo )
revoluhon betrayed by Capntal Democracy i

g
work of caplfalasm With the help f:the fascist: scapegoat .democrat=-"
ic gradualism is revitalized. Faséism arid antifasism have‘_the same
or|g|n and fhe same program but fhe for;

democracy iste stage in the rfakung -of: power by Capufal an‘
tension:info-the:20th: century has, resulted in-the increosing isolation’ -
of individuols:Born as:theillusory-solution-to-the problem- of the © -
separation-of human.activity:and. sociéty.," democracy will'never: Be-
ableto:resolve: the problem. of :the most separated: soci
whole of history .. Antifascismwill; always end-iri:increasing: totali- -
tarianism; its- f'ghf for a- "democrahc Stafe wall end:in: sfrengthen— -
the: Staté . . - - & SR ~eE
For:various-reasons,’ the revoluhonary analyses of fa ism- and
antifascism, and in particular the analysis i Spanishi Civil War, -
which is.a more complex.example, dre. ignoréd; ‘misunderstood, -or’
regularly. distorted... Atibest, they..are considered:as-an . |dea||st per-
spective;at;worst ,:0s-an indirect support of fascism. ‘Note , .they . -
.C.1. helped-Mussolini;by-refusing:to*take: fascusm
seruously, «dnd.especially-by-notiatlying.itse If. with:the: democrahc oL
forces; ot-how'the: K.B.D: allowed:Hitler.to.come;to-power:while. . . .
treating the S.P.D. as.the principal eneriy..-In Spam oon.theicon—
trary , one has an example of resolute antifoscist strugg fe, which -
might have, succeeded:if.it.hadn't been:for. the, deficienciesof: fhe
’ i..:..socmllsfs—-anarchnsts (cross out the; appropriate- names).r N
These stafemenfs are based .on a distortion of the. facfs

ITALY: & GERMANY

In fhe forefront of the counter—truths one. f'nds a dlsforfed ac-
count of:the.case: where -at. least:an.important séction.of ‘the- pro|e-
tariat struggled, against,fascism.with, its:own:methods.and- -goals::¥
in 1918-1922. This struggle was not-specifically antifascist:.to -
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as the. ‘de'sl'r'uctio'n of.the. enterprise as sucn) And'work'eri‘sm'r'\‘:ny-sfiﬁest:‘-'
the: problem;of the- StateE At besf, it. re-invents. "revoluhonmy syn— -
dlcalcsm'. e . e

camps. rlval capltahsf Sfafe sfrucfu'
After havlng given ‘every fa |h

success in half of the counfry Thé’ Spanld'n War would not have béén ]
unleashed without this. authenhc .projetarian insurrection (nt was more

s e | ook place. in the
social sphisre (we 'shall speiak further of this); but thése attermpts re
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The Left brought the mosses . the army the stabllify gucrunfeed by the
threat of its weapons., It was necessary for the P.C.P, .and P.S. to..
control the.masses carefully...In order to.do so, they | hod to granf-ma-..

terial advantages which. were. dangerou for a weak ccpgtullsm Hence-:
the contradictions and successive, politi

kers'" orgomzuhons are. copoble of dommahng the wod(ers, nol' of
delivering to COpltuI the profits it fequires.. Thus At was. - necessary, to N
resolve the contradiction and re—estcbhsh dlsc1p|me The‘ 1lleged’ re-_, .
volution had served to exhoust the must resolute, fo dlscouragé the. . ‘
others, and to lsolote, mdeed repress,,t’ne revoluhonarles Next ‘the,, -
State intervened brutally, demonstrchng convmcmgly thut |t had - nev—.,
er dlsuppeored Those who ohernpted to conquer the Stat

succeeded only in sustaining it at.a critical momenr A revoluh'onqry
movement IS not posSIbIe Pprtugo ‘. buf is depe

conrrol of the <iruggle
soonef. oi'_later the strigg le w1||

_ ér the |eodersh|p of
The content of the achon is the dete mi

kers' "democracy, it conﬁnés fhe 'proletcrwns fo the capn‘ulust eﬂ-.
terprise with its problems of production (not visualizing the revolution
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strugg le- agalnsf Caplful meant fo strugg le ogalnsf fcsctsm as weli as
against parliamentary. demogracy.. This episode jis;si
the movement in question was. ieod by commumsfs, __and not.by re-
form soc:alcsts who had |omed ‘the. Comintern, e.g. the p.C. F.,or.
ehng in nuhonahsf demagoguery w:th the Nozus
(like fhe K P, D.,vglth its talk of "national, revoluhon during the
early thlrhes) Perverse Iy, the proletcnon choructer of the struggle
has allowed the antifascists to reject everythmg revoluhonury about
the Ifohon experlence the P.C.1., lead by Bordiga and the leFt _
commum;ts at the time, is chorged with fovounng the coming to po-

_wer of Mussolini. Wlthout romanticizing this epi: de , it is worth

studying becouse it shows without the sllghtest umblgUlfy that the
subsequent defeohsm of the revolutionaries regcrdmg the. war of - 1
"democracy.,' vs.'_ 'Fascasm ' (Spamsh C«vnl Wor ol World War K is,
not on othfude of purists insisting only on "the
Fusmg to budge unhl the Great Day Thls def‘

workers' movemerit could mosfer by methods boh‘\ direét and mdnrecf
The reyoluhonanes were defeafed by democracy, whtch d(d nol'

State appecled
pations .of_,_

not hesltofe ¢ _
ing Fasc«sfs, for the slectiofis of May, 192] ."Durmg Jutie= Juiy,
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ignificant. because: ‘
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1921, the P.S.1, ‘concluded a useless ond phoney peace pcct" with _

the foscssfs

first cabinet. After some hesntohon Copm:l supporfe H
it saw in-him the- polmcol force necessary to unify thé Stc o
hence society. (Thot Capital did not foresee cerl'om subsequent ’

forms of the, NOZI State i is.g secondary maffer.)_ )

The Spcmlsh P S. O .E. “and ifs |abour federuhon (U G T.
orated between 1923:and 1930 with, the dictatorship of Primo de -
anera In 1932; the German soclullst unions, l‘hrough f '

ted the P.N.F, Idts. '

14

obtained (pollh_cal llberhes‘und economic demands) are doomed fo

an ephémeraliexisténce > Whatéver Capital doncedes undes pres'
sure. from'the - workmg ‘tldss can'be: taken ‘biick %in whole-of‘ifv pd
as soon as fhut pressure s 'relaxed uny movemen} condemns ntself

its essential instrument.
Because_some slots in Athe State

"jbuf ratherfits strengthemng Th Leff P uc"'
lar |deology' nd"the enthusmsm 5 the Wworke ]




prehend that the pure aims of democracy are the best thing for it
itself. . ln any cose, the democrof comes’ ouf of i‘he >

of this famous’ ‘struggle’ (by ballots one doy, by bullets the' next;

in short, into’ the nature of caprfohsm communism, and‘th * Sfa

well that is anotfier matter, a ‘luxury one’ édhnot afford when "'fos- '

cism attacks’" One could also ask‘why ‘the’ mdusrnol "cordo
scarcely budged. But now isa hme for pulhng togefher ‘defedt”
brings the antifdscists together evén more sure ly 1 than'vic

Conversely, regordmg the Porfuguese situation)-one 'musf'ovold oll ’

criticism under the pretext of not doing anyihmg to hinder the .
"movement." In fact one of the first. declarations of’ th‘ Portuguese

Trotskyusfs after Apnl 25, 1974, was to denounce the ltro—left—

ists" who did not want to ploy the game “of democrocy :

In short “the mternohonol exireme Left was umted in obsfrucf—f‘“*

ing the dec«pherment of the Chilean events, in ord
proletorlons still further from the communist perSpechve In this

way the Left is prepo"‘ng ‘the return of Chuleon democracy on the T

day when Capltol has’ ‘need oF it agam. .

PORTUGAL .

Although it remains suscephble to new developments, . Ihe‘wor-“

tuguese «case presents an, msoluble rnddle onl to those. ( e
numerous) vho - ‘ : .
confused. revoluhonanes remain perplexed befote the collopse of-

a movement which appeared to them.so substantial a few-mon s

earlier: This. mcomprehensnon rests on a. confus:on Pori'ugal illus~

ogain_ ﬂ\ot Copltol must toke occount of
not be fhe .mator. of hustory, but on the polmcol and

two theorehcolly is to confuse the revolution with its opposut To.
speak of the:Portuguese:revolution. is to-confuse revolution with: a

re-organization of Capital. As. long -as.the, proletorlot remain:
within,the ecanomic.and p_o_I_lfgcq_l l|m(tss‘_ofngp:_r_ol‘l_,sm, not on!

does:the basis:of sociefy remain. unchanged,, but even-'t_he;_{refgrms- ‘ '
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in 1922 and in 1923. Shortly before- Mussolam taok.power, they de-
clared:

"At.this moment when polmca! pOSSlOﬂS are exocerboged and two
forces, ahen to the unlon movement. (the P. C. (| oan \.F. Y dre b:i-
ferlyrvylng for power, the C.G.L. feels its duty' to warn rhe wor- E

e.inte C

ranons (o lfhough nor commumsf.r) had not beeh beafen and hod re~
mumed wnthm socml democracy wh|ch thus preserved some revolu— '

prepares the way for'the revoluhon who can do more “ean’do ‘less;
but who connof do. Iess cannor do more, who does not know how to

'whlch hove sub_— ’
sh'ugg le no

capitalist Sfate’ can‘have only
o.nhfosmsr fruggle whlch



it will excércise’)’ lfreqmred” agdinst ‘the workers-and revoluhon—
aries who want to g0 ‘beyond anhfcscnsm.‘

6

and |deo|og|ca||y by the ¢ governmenf of AI ende . The |uﬁér h
forced. thework

rqphel’s

same ones who six months earlier had stressed the entry of radical
elements into the army or the infiltration of revolutionaries into the
whole of political and social life, now repeated that the army had., ..
remained "the army of the bourgeousle," and that they:
all olong

utomahc. weapon‘durmg the* coup'becume
democracy, fmolly resolved t

L iifin'fhe performance their ifitarasts: prove 1o be Uninter=
esting und the:r pot icy impéferice’; then ei her-th ths

"We warned you: the State is fhe.represslve forée of Capital " The ~




labour fedération (decimated by repression); by the.anarcho-syndi- '
calist C.G.T., inflienced by the I.W.W. and rather weak (20 to .-
30 thousand members outsf ‘a total of 200,000:unionizéd); and-es-:-
pecially by the federation under Communist:Party influence. The . -

unions of white collar workers had carried onistrikes:in the twen— .
ties as fierce as those of the industrial workers -excepting those.:
two bastions of working class militancy: the nitrate (later-;..copper)
and &oal industries . -Although insisting on agrarian reform, the:-
socialist-Sfalinist-Radical-coalition did-not-succeed in imposing -
it on the oligarchy . The dotlition didn't do much to recover:the: -
wedlth “lost to foreign éxploitafion’of natural resources (primarily
nitrate); but engineered a jump in‘industrial-productionisuchias .
Chilé Fias never kriown-before or since . By:means of sinstitutions=. .-
similar to those of the New Deal, the State secured the major por:=
tion of investments and introduced- a"State capitalist:structure,,
concentrating on heavy industry and energy ~Industrial production
increassd during: thispériod by“10% per ‘annum; from:this.period to
1960, by 4% per ‘annum; and during the sixties; by 1 to 2% per *
annum. A re-unification of the socidlist-and “Stalinist labour fe-:
derations took place at the end-of 1936 ‘and weakened:still more

the C.G.T.; the Populdr Front wiped:"out‘ahyfhing-truiylgubversive.

A;V'_a‘cdoji'tion, this regime j'Ia_ste'd' until 1940, when the Socialist
Paity withdréw. But the reqime was able to continue until 1947,

backed by Radicals'anid'the Communist Party.-as Well as the inter-" -

mittent support of the fascist Phalange (rightist ancestor of Chilean
Christian Democracy and the party of origin of Christian Democrat
leader Eduardo Frei?). The Communist Party supported the regi
until 1947, when it was outlawed by the Radicals. -
 As the leftists always tell us, Popular Fronts are also products
of working cldss sfruggle , but of @ struggle which fémains within
the framework of capitalism and pushes Capital to-modernize itself.
After 1970, the Unidad P aF“gave itself as'a goal the revitaliz-
ing of Chilean nafional Capital (which the PID.C. had n6t Khown
how to protect during the sixties), while integrating the Wworkers.
In the end the Chilean prolefariat was defeated three times:over.
Firstly,, by, dropping their economic struggles to-arrdy themselves'
under the bariner of the forces of the Left; dccepting the new:State

because it was supported by the "workers'" orgdnizations. Allende
- “responded in 1971 to this question: = = T e

"Do you think it pe
letariat?" = : S EL
7 ‘think so: it'is to this'end that we ‘dréworking ;"10.. -

" Secondly, in sufferi ng-répression at the hands of:the:military:

Lr'ss'ible‘ to avoid the dicfdfoi"é{ip':ofvthe’_'.pro-.
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kers or to 'freedoms,” will.end. at best in nothing, at worst (usually
the case) by reinforcing the » idespread. illysion Hiat the State is an’
orbiter over , @ more or léss nevtral force ‘which is above’
classes.. Leftists are quite capable of endleisly repeating the classic
Marxist_andlysis o he ‘State as an trument of cldss domination
and at the same time proposing to "use ' this same State’. Similarly,-
leftists will study Man "".wi‘it(ij_!gg_'o_'r_) the abolition of wage, labour
nd then turn around and depict 't;he"‘;e\}a]utioﬁ"qs an

and exchange, and then turn ¢
ultra~democratization of wage labour. = = -

They -adopt part:5f the revolu-
ncin ince Capital is synghymous with
“fascism," the gle for democt dgainst’ fascism implies the
struggle. a dinst C‘c;:_'pfgc'_il itself But on'whdt terrain do they fight?
To fight. 'lgr,':thg*!,eaag‘r,svh_i'p "of gne or more capitalist Sfates—-be-
couse they have and fei'qiﬁpcihﬁf_é\l of the striiggle —is‘fo ensure de~
"in the struggle against Capital. The struggle’for deméeracy is
“all j the we fo fhake"the tevolution without

Wi st litarianism only by "~
11 political-fe at the samé time. Un=

til then there will be a succession.of 'f gfst":af»\al'f'dé?ni{cruﬁ’c"" :
systems.in time-and in space; dictatorial regi mes fmnSfofhfr}g"’them"—
selves willy.nilly into democratic. regimes and vice versa; dictator-
mocracies, the one type serving asa con:
ation for the'other ype 'L T
; mocraéy furnishes a s'bci‘glnsygte:m

Ep.j’o revolutionary o tivity , since

thesformer-turns.immediate| atorial means, enaced by
revolution; all the .more:so when th ers' pol h pow

ohev;wgqldha_gg.to imitate ce o;_r,\‘_l_éft Tiberals 1

er. If.one w to pursue antifascism to its logical conclusion,

the.revolutionary. movement pushes Capjtal. towards dictatorship
let us renounce, all.revolution.and content.ourselve ’

far..as, possible;along the path of reform=—so long a5 we
en Gapih'l._,But-tth'iS»prpde,ncé -_'g_;,v.‘i_tg_e_!f‘,'.u'l;c‘;piqn ,because the “fas-._
cisization!* it tries to avoid-is.a product not only of revolutio ary
action ,:but of capitalist.concentration, We can argue about the
timing :and the practicaliresults of the pg;‘figipu_ﬁ'on;;if revolution-
ories_in democratic :mavements up.to ‘the bebjnqi_rig of the 20th cen-
tury ,..but this:option.is excluded-once: Capital achieves total domi-

nation over society:, for then.only:one type.of. p'c;l‘it'iés' is possible:

demacracy-becomes.a mystification arda trap:for the unwary.. Eve-

ry-time the prol'etorign_s,;.depen_dv,on-de_q-pgcr.ggy_' as.a.wedapon .aggin_s'!' .
Capital, it escapes from.their controlior js.transformed into. its op~
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posite. ... Revo|u onarles re|ecr ar hfosc m bec % ohe connof

self ina mmorlty on
the.democratic verdi

" cials, MorshoI.B adog
formed a coolmon go\}e'

Croce belonged K
minisiry which excluded
formula (pCl - PSl

3 "De'mo't':r'acy

¢ lng to fhe
circumstarices: what i§ ifvolv 'd‘ is a'succe
polmcol forms ossurmg I'he preservahon -ofz fhe State -as: fhe guaran-

workers' porhes coming 16' power are-the" flrsr to f|ghf in the name:
of nollonal Cuoltul Thus the moterlai socrlﬁces ‘and‘the! renuncia-

jle, justifie : Mdefeating: fas-
cism flrst " were imposéd affér the defedt of fhe ‘Axi$, always.in™
the name &F ihe idedl &f the Resistaiice . The fasgist-and- gntifaseist
:deologles aré each odapmble t3°thé momentary- anid: fundcmenrol‘
interests’ of Cdpital ;- actording to:the circumstances:
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, presented os a shﬂmg of. the most conise vatiy
- the. evoluhon towords a.mofe centrallzed )

‘From the beginning; whenever the cry.goes up :"fascism will not
pass: "==not. only-does.it.always pass, but.in such.q grotesquea man- ..
ner:that-the demarcation:between fascism and non=fascism.follows .
a linein constant:motion.. For example, the French Left: denounced
the "fascist" danger after. May 13,1958 but. the secretary—generol
of the:S.E.1. 0. colloboroted in wrmng the ‘constitution of. fhe
Fifth-Republi¢... -~

Portugal.and Greece hcve offered new exonples of the auto
transformation of- dlcrarorshlps into-democracies.:Unde K .
of external circumstances (colanial question for Portugal VCyprus
conflict for.Greece), a section: of .the-military preferred to.dump.
the regime.in order to-save ‘the. State;.the democrats reason and act.
exactlyithe. same when.the- Mfascists", bld for:; ;power ; The. currentr
Spanish Communist. Party. expresses precrsely this view (it remains.
to be seen.whether-Spanish Capital.-wants.and,needs. the P.C.E.):

= "Spanish society desires.that.everything be tronsformed in. such
a way- that-the-normal. functioning of the .State is. assured wnthouf
jolts or sécial convulsions. The conhnmty of. the Stote demunds o
the: non-continuity: of ‘the regime...

There: is:a transition from one form to the. other, a tron; hon _
from.which. the. proleforlat is. exc|uded and_over which it.exercises
no control. 1f.the proletariat tries to- mtervene, it.ends.up mtegra-

- ted into the .State. and.its subsequent struggles. are - all the moré dif-.

ficult,.as the Portuguese . case. clearly demonstrates. -,

e

It s probably the exomple of Chlle ‘which has done “the. mo:
revitalize the false.opposition. democracy/fdscnsm Thls c
trates.all too well the mechanism_
|nvo|vmg in. thrs mstance the t_rl_&Ie_

Confemporory 0. the events in

reinforced State power, capoble of pushl - ref .
development:. This Popular.Front, (which. lasted essenhully “from 1936
to 1940) corresponded to the conjuncture of the rise of the, urban.
middle classes-(bourgeaisie. and, white collar. workérs) and. working
class: strugglés.. The:working class orgom ed by fhe socnulusf
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